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STATEMENT BY DON DUNSTAN, PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. / 
13/1/71. 
Pr.D. 3/71. 
SUBJECT: WHITE AUSTRALIA POLICY. 
"The White Australia Policy is offensive, immoral, absurd and 
dangerous, and is not a policy adhered to by the Australian 
Labor Party", the South Australian Premier (Mr. Dunstan) 
said today. 
Mr. Dunstan was replying to criticism of his telegram yesterday 
( 12/1/71) to the Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, 
in which he called for closer trade, cultural and migration ties 
with Singapore. 
He said, "When following my successful moving of the resolution 
at the 1965 Federal ALP Conference, the words "White Australia" 
were removed from the platform, the change was not a token 
gesture but indicated a distinct change in party policy". 
"The Australian Labor Party's policy on immigration, which is 
binding on both Federal and State Parties and Governments, clearly 
indicates that both Federal and State Labor Immigration Ministers 
are to administer policies designed to achieve the welfare and 
integration of all citizens, the preservation of democracy and 
balanced development, and the avoidance of difficult social and 
economic problems resulting from unplanned migration." 
"It is not restrictive in any ethnic sense, and nor can it be 
interpreted so". 
Mr. Dunstan said that during his recent visits to Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Japan, when he had talks with both senior Government 
and industrial leaders, in every case the White Australia Policy 
was introduced by officials at some part of the conversation. 
"It rankles, it annoys, it insults Asian leaders and businessmen 
who are, incidentally, far more civilized, learned and acute than 
many of' their counterparts in Australia". 
"South Australia now has a reputation for being a 5tate firmly 
against racial discrimination in any form". 
"We are the only State in Australia with legislation that prohibits 
discrimination based- on the colour of the person's skin or on other 
ethnic grounds, and the South Australian Government intends that thii 
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policy should stand and be known to stand in our dealings with 
business, trade and political leaders of other countries". 
"It is time we in Australia examined the precise nature of 
our hypocrisy in our dealings with Asian nations. 
"We make grand gestures and statements of goodwill which are 
pleasing to our own egos, but which are hollow in effect because 
of vain and unreal ideas of our intrinsic superiority." 
"The damage that is being done because of this is inestimable 
and the nation could suffer sorely as a result in the future." 
"I am a State Minister for Immigration and required to concern 
myself with immigration policies. 
"Apparently my critics are happy to have the Victorian Liberal 
Minister for Immigration (Mr. Dickie) make racialist statements 
on immigration in England - enormously damaging to this country -
but because I differ from the Federal Government, they say I 
must be silent on the same issues on which it is proper for 
him to speak out.". 
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